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Musical Comedy Murders of 1940 
By John Bishop 

 

The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940 is a comedy styled after (or rather, spoofing) the murder mystery movies of the 
forties, with more than its share of plot twists, intrigue and character cliques. The play takes place in the upstate man-
sion of an eccentric heiress who agrees to work with the New York police to solve a series of murders. She invites a 
number of guests to her home on the pretense of holding a backer’s audition for a new musical. It is soon revealed 
that the creative team for this new project had been involved in Manhattan Musical, a production that closed when 
three of its showgirls were mysteriously and brutally murdered. From the first scene and throughout the play, inhabi-
tants and guests of the mansion are picked off, often by a mysterious masked individual, and the survivors are left to 
frantically solve the murders before they become the next victims. 
 
The author serves up a dollop of bitingly sarcastic and refreshingly irreverent wit treating you to a hilarious evening of 

theater.           
                                            
Plays: 
October 6-8; 14-15; 20-22  
at 7:30pm.   
2pm on October 16 

Caroline Monahan & Deborah Ruth 

Cathy Van Lopik & Austin 
Aikens 

Andrew Dell’Olio, Austin Aikens, Fred Johnson, Casey Drnek, Russ Gallas 

Russ Gallas & Christine Randall 
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Musical Comedy Murders of 1940 
Cast 

 
Helsa Wenzel   Caroline Monahan Elsa Von Grossenknuetten  Cathy Van Lopik 
Michael Kelly   Fred Johnson  Patrick O' Reilly   Russell M. Gallas 
Ken de la Maize  Andrew Dell'Olio Nikki Crandall    Christine Randall 
Eddie McCuen   Casey Drnek  Marjorie Baverstock   Cathy Gartland 
Roger Hopewell  Austin Aikens  Bernice Roth    Deborah Ruth 
Radio Voice  Mark Korpi  
 

Directed by Margo Walters Assisted by Lindsay Johnson Produced by Lynda DeCan  

Hope College Serve Day 
 

There will be volunteers from Hope College this 
Saturday from 10am until 2pm to do work 
around the building (general work - trimming 
trees, paint touch up, reorganizing our wood 
storage location if the weather cooperates...).  If 
anyone would like to lend a helping hand, we 
would greatly appreciate any and all help!  We 
have many projects and need bodies to get 
them done!  
 
Special thanks to Hope College for including 

Concessions & Ushers 
 

We are in need of concessions, ushers and 
house managers for our shows.  Ushers &   

concession hosts can stay on the night they 
work and see the show  (subject to availability)  
House managers are welcome to come back 

and watch another show at a later date.    
 

Please consider volunteering!                          
Go to www.signupgenius.com and use 

laurievanark@gmail.com to sign up.  Any   
questions, contact Laurie at this email.  

Production Fair 
 
On behalf of the Board and the Artistic Committee, we would like to invite everyone to our Produc-
tion Season Volunteer Fair on Saturday, September 10 at 2:00 PM.   
 
We will have over 10 different areas of our theatre represented, which include on stage, back stage 
and off stage (Acting, Directing, Box Office, Painting, Set Construction, Concessions, Ushers...), so 
there are MANY ways that you could get involved!  There will be people ready and willing to answer 
any questions you might have in these areas! 
 
Here are three fantastic reasons to attend the volunteer fair: 
1) You will meet AT LEAST five people that you did not know before  
2) You will find ways to get involved with skills that you already have (even if you didn't realize the 
theatre could use your skill set!) 
3) You will have a chance to win season tickets for this season just by showing up!  (well, and talk-
ing to people!) 
 
You will also (as an added bonus) find out that we are MORE than willing to help you learn how to 
do things at our theatre.  You do NOT need to have a degree in theatre to be involved!  This is one 
of the AMAZING things about being involved in community theatre.  We are here to help each other 
learn new skills, tell wonderful stories to our audiences, and truly build a diverse family. 
 
We are looking for all ages, from teens to retirees.  Everyone is welcome! 
 
Please come to the theatre THIS Saturday (September 10) at 2:00 PM and give us a chance to 
show you how to get involved this season! 
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2016-17 MAINSTAGE SEASON 

 
Welcome to Holland Civic Theatre’s 57th Season!  We are about to produce another exciting season 

of shows. Thank you for your past support as an HCT patron or Special Benefactor.  

Holland Civic Theatre has been able to present quality live theatre through the years because of the 

generous support from our audiences and our special sponsors. 

 

Please consider being a season benefactor! 
 

Fall Mainstage Production - October 6-22, 2016 

Musical Comedy Murders of 1940 - A Comedy by John Bishop 
The creative team of a recent Broadway flop (where three chorus girls were murdered by the 

“Stage Door Slasher”) have assembled for an audition of their newest show at the estate of 

a wealthy “angel.” The house is replete with secret passages which figure diabolically in 

the comic mayhem that follows when the infamous Slasher comes out of the woodwork 

and strikes again. As the creative team prepares to perform, a blizzard cuts off any retreat, 

the body count begins to climb and accusing fingers point in all directions. Will the bum-

bling police inspector unravel the mystery and unmask the Slasher in time? The author 

serves up a dollop of bitingly sarcastic and refreshingly irreverent wit, treating the audience to 

a hilarious evening of theatre. 

Winter Mainstage Production - January 26 - February 11, 2017 

The Lion in Winter - Play by James Goldman 
Sibling rivalry, adultery and dungeons—this is a modern day classic. Comedic in tone, dramatic 

in action—the play tells the story of the Plantagenet family who are locked in a free for all of 

competing ambitions to inherit a kingdom. The queen and wealthiest woman in the world, Elea-

nor of Aquitaine, has been kept in prison since raising an army against her husband, King Henry 

II. Let out only for holidays, the play centers around the inner conflicts of the royal family as 

they fight over both a kingdom, as well as King Henry’s paramour, during the Christmas of 

1183. As Eleanor says, “every family has its ups and down,” and this royal family is no excep-

tion. 

 

Auditions November 28 & 29 at 6:30pm 

Spring Mainstage Production - March 30 - April 15, 2017 

Moon Over Buffalo - Comedy by Ken Ludwig 
This hilarious play centers on George and Charlotte Hay, fading stars of the 1950s. At the 

moment, they’re playing Private Lives and Cyrano De Bergerac in Buffalo, New York, with 

5 actors. On the brink of a disastrous split-up caused by George’s dalliance with a young 

ingénue, they receive word that they might just have one last shot at stardom: Frank Capra 

is coming to town to see their matinee. If he likes what he sees, he might cast them in his 

movie remake of The Scarlet Pimpernel. Unfortunately, everything that could go wrong 

does go wrong, abetted by a visit from their daughter’s clueless finance and hilarious uncer-

tainly about which play their actually performing, caused by Charlotte’s deaf, old, stage-

manager mother who hates every bone in George’s body. 

 

Auditions January 30 & 31 at 6:30pm 
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Tickets and Benefactors 
2016 - 2017 Season 

 
Gold Star Sponsor $1,000 + Patron Angel $110 
 ♦ Eight Admissions to each mainstage show   ♦ Six Admissions for the three mainstage shows 
 ♦ 1/4 page ad in Season playbill **   ♦ Recognition in the Season Playbill  
 ♦ Recognition in the Season Playbill *   ♦ One Single HCT Membership and 
 ♦ Two single HCT Memberships    $16 Tax Deductible Donation 
 ♦ $649 Tax Deductible Donation 
  ($534 if playbill ad, otherwise $649)     
 

Producer’s Club $500—$999 Patron $95 
 ♦ Eight Admissions for the three mainstage shows  ♦ Six Admissions for the three mainstage shows 
 ♦ Recognition in the Season Playbill *   ♦ Recognition in the Season Playbill * 
 ♦ Two single HCT Memberships   ♦ $11 Tax Deductible Donation   
 ♦ $373 - $872 Tax Deductible Donation    
  

Director’s Club $250—$499 Season Ticket $42 
 ♦ Eight Admissions for the three mainstage shows  ♦ Three Admissions to any performance 
 ♦ Recognition in the Season Playbill *    of mainstage shows 
 ♦ Two single HCT Memberships   Saves 25% over adult single ticket price  
 ♦ $123 - $372 Tax Deductible Donation   Saves 16% over senior single ticket price 
       

Actor’s Circle $160—$249  
 ♦ Eight Admissions for the three mainstage shows  
 ♦ Recognition in the Season Playbill * 
 ♦ Two single HCT Memberships * Names to be included in the Holland Civic Theatre Playbill 

must be submitted with your order by September 15, 2016. 

** Gold Star Playbill Ads must be in by September 9, 2016. 

Name for Playbill Listing.  Must be submitted by September 15, 2016 
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Save your D&W and Family Fare Receipts!!! 
 
 
Holland Civic Theatre has the opportunity to earn $1,000 from SpartanNash, simply by 
shopping at any local company-owned store, including Family Fare Supermarkets and 
D&W Fresh Markets. Through the Direct Your Dollars program, we can turn eligible    
receipts into cash for our organization! 
 
It’s easy to help us “Direct Your Dollars.” Every time you shop at any Family Fare       
Supermarket or D&W Fresh Market, save your receipts. We’ll be collecting them in our 
Direct Your Dollars box, located by the concessions window. 
 
For every $150,000 in receipts we collect, we will earn $1,000 donation from Spartan-
Nash. With your support – and your receipts – we’ll be raising money to purchase 
items needed. 
 
If you aren’t able to drop your receipts off in person, you can also mail them to: 
50 West 9

th
 Street 

Holland, MI 49423. 
 
 We do need original receipts to earn the $1,000 donation, so please no photocopies. 
 
This is a way that family and friends in any of the 10 states that SpartanNash has 
stores can help raise support for Holland Civic Theatre just by sending their receipts!  
The following are stores that are part of SpartanNash: Bag ‘n Save, Dan’s                
Supermarket, D&W Fresh Market, Econofoods, Family Fare Supermarket, Family 
Fresh Market, Family Thrift Center, Forest Hills Foods, Fresh City Market, No Frills, 
Sun Mart, Supermercado Nuestra Familia, ValuLand and VG’s Food and Pharmacy.  
 
Thanks to the Direct Your Dollars program, we can raise money for Holland Civic 
Theatre as we shop for our groceries each week. Start saving those receipts! We’ll 
continue collecting them throughout the year. 
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Alliance for Bilingual Arts: Intervención 

Wednesday, September 21st | 7:30PM 
Holland Civic Theatre 

Tickets: FREE 

Intervención is a 40-minute one-act play based on a translator’s anonymous interven-
tion. A talk-back discussion will follow the play. Refreshments and live music will round 
out the evening. 

The Alliance for Bilingual Arts (ABA), a cooperative initiative by Holland Civic Theatre and 
Hope College Theatre, started in the wake of a 2012 sabbatical project investigating bi-lingual 
theatre activity around the country. This investigation revealed that bilingual arts activities are 
happening throughout the country by professional, community organizations and educational 
institutions in both large cities and small towns. So, the question came up: Why not in Holland, 
Michigan? 

As a continuation of this investigation, the Hope theatre department sponsored a residency by 
Teatro Milagro of Portland, Oregon the following year. In addition to workshops and discus-
sions, Milagro presented a performance of FRIDA, un retablo (a bilingual play about Frida 
Kahlo) as part of the 2013 Tulipanes Festival. 

At the same time, a group of interested people from both the Holland Community and Hope 
College came together to start discussions about possible future activities in the community. 

While the initial focus of the group was to explore bilingual theatre in Spanish and English, it 
was decided that activities should encompass all the arts and engage all languages that may 
be appropriate. These discussions led to a mission statement and a name. 

During the first year there were workshops (one at Holland Civic Theatre, the other on the 
Hope campus). These workshops focused on exercises, singing songs and rendering poems 
bilingually. Then Rick Muniz, a member of the ABA discussion group, started writing short bilin-
gual vignettes. Some of these were first presented during a Civic Theatre volunteer’s apprecia-
tion gathering and several more were presented before films during the Tulipanes Festival this 
past year. 

The group hopes to expand and work on already established literature as well as exploring 
more original works. They hope to expand greatly in people as well, pulling in more actors, di-
rectors, writers, musicians, artists - anyone interested in Bilingual Arts. If you would like to ex-
plore this, please let us know! 
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Once again, Holland Civic Theatre is a venue for Tulipanes.   This year we will have films on Sep-
tember 17 & 18.  Here is a listing.  See their website at www.tulipanes.org for additional information. 
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September 2016  

1 2 3 Musical Comedy Murders of 1940—Opens October 6 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Production 
Fair 

 
2pm-4pm 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
 

Tulipanes 
Event 

Short films 
1p & 3:30p  

18 
 

Tulipanes  
Endgame 2p 
HOME 4:30p  

 

19 
 

HCT Board 
Meeting  
6:30pm 

20 21 
 

Alliance for 
Bilingual Arts 
Original Play 

7:30pm 

22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 
 

Box office 
opens 6pm 

30  

 

Holland Civic Theatre 
50 W. 9th Street, Holland, MI 49423 

Box Office: 616-396-2021 Lobby Phone: 616-396-9446 

 

www.hollandcivictheatre.org 

www.facebook.com/Hollandcivictheatre 

 

Holland Civic Theatre is a non-profit 501c3 organization 

 

If you would like to be removed from this email list, please click reply and type “remove from mailing list” on the 

subject line. 


